The Land League; the Boycott; and Mrs. O'Shea
it* The people themselves ignored it* The cynical may
discover something singular in a people who would not
repudiate their rent, because to do so would be a sin, yet
were prepared to maim cattle and murder their landlords
without "a qualm* The No-Rent Manifesto provided the
Government with an excuse for suppressing the Land League,
which was done; but Miss Parnell's band of harridans took
its place*
VIII
Parneirs life in prison was not unpleasant* He had com-
panions of his own way of thinking, and was able to carry
on a great deal, not only of his personal business, but of his
political propaganda* He wrote and received letters, both
openly and secretly, and was allowed many visitors* An
attempt was made to prove that his imprisonment seriously
affected his health, but the attempt was a poor one and without
justification* To say this is not to approve of his imprison-
ment, but to state a palpable fact* It is more likely that
Parnell derived benefit from his stay in Kilmainham than
that he was injured by it* He needed rest, and he got it;
he needed exercise, and he got it; he needed time to think,
and he got it; he needed segregation from Mrs* O'Shea, and
he got it* One might conclude that this tired and over-
wrought man would have gained still more had be been more
restricted during his period of imprisonment, receiving fewer
visitors and fewer letters* His mind was troubled more on
Mrs* O'Shea's account than on Ireland's, for she was five
months gone with child by him when he was arrested, and
her letters, open and smuggled, caused him deep anxiety*
We may believe that she herself was in an abnormal state of
mind, even for a pregnant woman, for not only was she
carrying a child whose father was in jail, but she had to
conceal from her husband the fact that the child was not his*
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